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Thank you, Senator Chang-Diaz and Representative Peisch, and members of the Joint
Committee on Education, for the opportunity to testify in support of H422 and S336, which create a
Seal of Biliteracy for high school graduates of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
On behalf of the 106 member organizations of the National Council for Languages and
International Studies, let me express our strongest support for these Bills. Recognizing the bilingual
skills of Bay Staters as they finish High School will serve the children and the Commonwealth as
Massachusetts continues to lead the nation in recognizing the impact of language on the economy of
Commonwealth and the contributions language skills make to the national interest.
Language and cultural skills are vital to America’s prosperity and security. In terms of job
growth, a recent survey by Michigan State University and the National Council for Languages and
International Studies showed that 11% of American mid- and large-size companies are seeking
college graduates to fill jobs requiring language skills. Moreover, American companies actively seek,
and prefer to hire, professionals with significant language proficiency and meaningful experience
overseas. These graduates are needed to work in increasingly global and diverse workplaces and to
develop products and services for multilingual and multicultural markets here and abroad. The
survey showed that language proficiency connotes a range of associated habits of mind, such as
flexibility, adaptability, and critical thinking, as well as deeper interpersonal skills, all of which taken
together constitute the most important and hardest to find attributes sought among new employees.
Beyond the important and vital external advantages individuals with language skills have on
the job market, language learning confers educational advantages and lifelong cognitive benefits.
Recent research on the differential impact of Dual Language Immersion in locales as diverse as
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North Carolina, Portland, Oregon, and San Francisco show that fifth-graders who complete Dual
Language Immersion programs score as much as a full year ahead of their peers on state assessments
of literacy and math, and this holds for immersion students from even the most disadvantaged
groups.1 Recent studies show that bilingual and biliterate Hispanic students are admitted to and
finish college at rates higher than any other group, and that they earn significantly more than
monolingual English speakers.2 Finally, using a second language on at least a weekly basis as an adult
correlates with a broad range of cognitive benefits, among them delaying the onset of the symptoms
of Alzheimer’s3 and making better financial decisions,4 as compared to monolinguals.
By providing a mechanism for the school systems of the Commonwealth to endorse the
language skills of our high school graduates, however the language was learned, the Biliteracy Seal
will give Massachusetts students a competitive advantage in college admissions and will recognize a
vital skill for the 21st century. Thank you for your attention today and your support for these Bills.
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